
Identification
Oplopanax horridus (Devil’s Club) hails from the American ginseng family. This 
spreading shrub features spiny stems with sparse branches that can grow 
3-to-10-feet tall (Viereck 1972). The large alternating maple-like leaves have 
5-to-9-pointed lobes and many spines. Terminal clusters of greenish-white 
flowers appear in early mid-summer, with red berries containing two seeds 
ripening four weeks later. Foliage turns bright yellow in fall (Hosokawa 2001).  

Habitat
Devil’s Club grows in thick patches in the understory of coastal forests, 
as well as forest openings and ravines in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest 
(Viereck 1972).

Uses and Cultivation
Plant stems and roots are an important resource for native peoples of Alaska 
and the Pacific Northwest. Products include: medicinal tea, fishing lures, 
paints, dyes, perfumes and charms for spiritual protection (Pojar 1994). Black 
and brown bears forage the plants in spring, and birds and bears eat the 
berries in the fall. The large spreading leaves also provide cover for salmon 
habitat along streams (Hosokawa 2001).

Devil’s Club is used as an ornamental for woodland gardens, mixed with 
borders or grown as a specimen in a prominent shaded spot (Kruckeberg, 
1996). It needs partial shade with moist, well-drained soil (Viereck 1972). 

Propagation
Hardwood stem cuttings were taken in late April 2005 before budbreak.  
After removing the terminal bud, cuttings were soaked in a 10 percent 
bleach solution and rinsed in fresh water. Stem portions were then re-cut 
below a node and treated with Hormodin 2 IBA (0.3% indole-3-butyric acid) 
powder, stuck in a media of two parts peat moss to one part sand, placed in 
a hotbed and covered with a 1 mil clear plastic film at 70 degrees F with  
70-80 percent shading (less on cloudy days).

Rooted cuttings were planted in a media of two parts Sunshine #1 to one 
part sand. Plants were over-wintered in raised beds. Devil’s Club is difficult 
to propagate as evidenced by the 52 percent survival rate. 

Cleaned seed collected in late summer should be soaked in running water 
for 72 hours and treated with the following before sowing: 100-day cold/
moist stratification; 100-day warm/moist stratification; 100-day cold/moist 
stratification. Plants from seed may take more than two years to establish 
and are more easily propagated from softwood cuttings taken at bud break 
in early summer (Wick 2001).  
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2005 Trials (Hosokawa et. al. 2001; Macdonald 2002)
Plant Material: 6-inch cuttings taken at budbreak on 4/25/05 in Indian River Road area, Sitka.
Number: 29. Note: nine tip cuttings were stuck in one side of flat.
Rooting unit: plastic bin 21- x 16.75- x 6-inches deep with drainage holes. 
Rooting Hormone: Hormodin 2 IBA (0.3% indole-3-butyric acid) powder. 
Media: 2:1 peat: sand.
Maintenance: Cuttings placed under plastic film for six weeks with bottom heat then uncovered and heat turned off to 

harden cuttings.
Potting Unit: 6-inch square containers. Number potted: four.
Potting Media: two parts Sunshine #1: one part sand.
Fertilizer: 1 tbsp. Osmocote per plant.
Survival: 15. 
Location: Planted fall 2005 in raised bed closest to hotbeds. 
Note: buds were slightly swollen but not leafing out.  

2005 Trials (Hosokawa et. al. 2001; Macdonald 2002)
Plant Material: 6-inch tip cuttings taken on 4/13/05 in Indian River Road area.
Number: 24. Rooting unit: raised bed. 
Procedure: Stuck with 1-inch above soil, two rows of 12.
Rooting Hormone: Hormodin 2 IBA (0.3% indole-3-butyric acid) powder. 
Media: peat/sand/compost.
Maintenance: bed eight weeks/shade bed summer.
Potting Unit: 6-inch square containers. Number potted: four.
Potting Media: two parts Sunshine #1: one part sand.
Fertilizer: 1tbsp. Osmocote per plant.  
Survival: four. 
Location: Planted fall 2005 in raised bed closest to hotbeds at end farthest from driveway. Marked with white plastic tags.  

Note: buds slightly swollen but not leafing out. Cuttings rooted along entire length of stem.  
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